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The vocationalization of the American curriculum has been evolving over the last century,
and the causal association of education and economic production has arguably shaped every faucet
of the American educational system (Grubb & Lazerson, 2004; Kantor, 1988; Kliebard 1999, 2004;
Slaughter & Leslie, 1997). The American community college in particular has been central in the
debate over both the substance and scope of vocationalization (Bragg, 2001; Brint & Karabel, 1989;
Dougherty, 2001; Levin, 2001). Does vocationalization lead to a more personally relevant, socially
practical, and economically valuable education? Or does vocationalization detour underprivileged,
subaltern classes into low paid work and second class citizenship? The debate over
vocationalization has evolved, unresolved, over the last century.

We at C4 are currently researching and writing a paper called “The State of Vocational
Education in 2007: Trends, Issues, and Best Practices in Community College Career Pathway
Programs.” We have distilled some questions below, which we believe represent some of the most
important vocational education issues that are currently unresolved. We would like to engage some
of these questions as a group in order to deliberate and debate the current practices and future
possibilities of post-secondary vocational education programs.

Possible Questions for Discussion (Group Should Pick One or Two):

(1) What historical relationships have been developed between higher education and vocational
education and training (VET) jn America during the 20" century (in complex socio-cultural-

political-economical terms)? How has the history of 20" century America (populist revolts, social

caste systems, corporate capitalism, rise of professions and a managerial technocracy, social and

American VET practices, programs, and purposes?
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(2) Has the debate between John Dewey (1916) and David Snedden (1920) been resolved over the
last century, or has the basic structure of their debate been folded into the comprehensive and
contradictory fabric of current VET programs and curriculums (Grubb 1985, 1996, 2004; Kliebard
1986, 1999)?

(3) Has the issue of gender segregation and gendered economic inequality been adequately
addressed by VET administrators and educators (Lakes & Carter 2004)? Has the community
college and VET programs helped close the “gender gap” (Goldin 1990)? What has the last decade
of research discovered on the issue of gender and VET (Lester 2007)? What needs to be studied
further?

(4) What is the relationship between current VET practices, programs and purposes and the
condition of national, state, and local economies? Is VET more dependent upon national, state, or
local conditions? Are VET awards and degrees equally effective in national, state, and local labor
markets? What is the state of the “mid-skilled” or “sub-baccalaureate” labor market (Grubb 1996)

in America? How is globalization changing/affecting this labor market? How has the so-called

“new vocationalism” and mid-skilled labor market focus (Jacobs & Dougherty 2006) impacted VET
programs for low-skilled workers?

(5) Have postsecondary educational “pathways” leading into the labor market become better
articulated? What institutions have begun to develop vertically and horizontally integrated VET
systems (Grubb 1996a, 1996b; Jacobs & Dougherty 2006)? What recent studies have evaluated
successfully articulated/integrated programs? What still needs to be evaluated?

(6) How has globalization (Levin 2001) and academic capitalism (Slaughter & Leslie 1997) further
transformed community colleges and VET programs over the last decade? What new
entrepreneurial governing or programming practices have proven effective or problematic? Have
for-profit institutions increased their overall competitiveness over the last decade, and if so in what
VET areas?

(7) How is “success” to be measured in VET programs? What have been traditional markers of
“success?” Do VET and higher education in general have control over the ultimate marker of
success, which is often rhetorically framed as the “Educational gospel” of economic opportunity,
mobility, and security (Kantor 1988; Grubb 1985, 2004; Liddicoat 2006; California Community
College Office of the Chancellor 2007)? What are the ethical parameters for VET programs in
terms of articulating and developing program outcomes vs. life-long learning outcomes for
students?

(8) To circle back to the beginning questions, how much “equality” and “opportunity” actually
exists in the American socio-economic and educational systems (Brint & Karabel 1989; Dougherty
1994; Hochschild 1995; Cohen & Brawer 1996; Oakes et. al. 2006)? Despite a rhetoric of increased
opportunity, does the American system of higher education still structure and reward excellence
over equity (Douglass 2000)? If the widening inequality, deepening class lines, and declining
economic mobility continue in their present form or intensify, what will this do to the mission and
outcomes of the community college in general and VET programs in particular (Hertz 2006; Jacobs
2007; Mishel, Bernstein & Allegretto 2007)?

- [ Deleted: e




Selected Bibliography on Vocational Education with a Focus on Community Colleges

__ - | Deleted: Some of the format seems
777777777777777777777777777777 incorrect (e.g., page numbers)

Aronowitz, S. (2000). The knowledge factory: Dismantling the corporate university and creating true higher learning.
Boston: Beacon Press.

Adler, L. A. (1997, Spring). The role community colleges should play in job placement. In E. I. Farmer & C. B. Key
(Eds.), School-to-work systems: The role of community colleges in preparing students and facilitating
transitions. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 41-48). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Alssid, J. L., Gruber, D., Jenkins, Davis, Mazzeo, C., Roberts, B., & Stanback-Stroud, R. (2002, August). Building a
career pathways system: Promising practices in community college-centered workforce development.
Brooklyn, NY: Workforce Strategy Center. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 470 457)

Arnold, J. P. (1987, Summer). Articulating secondary and postsecondary occupational programs. In C. R. Doty (Ed.),
Developing occupational programs. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 57-64). San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass.

Ayers, D. F. & Carlone, D. (2007, April). Hegemony and resistance: Neoliberal ideology in a community college job-
training program. Paper presented at the meeting of the Council for the Study of Community Colleges,
Tampa, FI.

Badway, N. & Grubb, W. N. (1997). A sourcebook for reshaping the community college: Curriculum integration and
the multiple domains of career preparation (Vol | & 11). Berkeley, CA: National Center for Research in
Vocational Education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 412 403 & ED 412 404)

Bailey, T. R. (1995). The integration of work and school: Education and the changing workplace. In W. N. Grubb «--- { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0"

(Ed.), Education through occupations in American high schools: Approaches to integrating academic and

- (

vocational education, Vol. 1, , pp. 26-38, New York: Teachers College Press. - [ Deleted:

N Del :

Berryman, S. E. (1995). Apprenticeship as a paradigm of learning. In W. N. Grubb (Ed.), Education through DN { cleted
occupations in American high schools: Approaches to integrating academic and vocational education. (Vol. \\\{ Deleted:

1). (pp. 192-213). New York: Teachers College Press. { Deleted:

{ Deleted:

—~ |~ ==

o U

Board of Governors of California Community Colleges Committee on Economic Development and Vocational
Education. (2001, July 26). Ladders of opportunity: A Board of Governors’ initiative for developing
California’s new workforce. Retrieved May 2007, from http://www.cccco.edu/reports/reports.htm

Bourdon, C. M. & Carducci, R (Eds.). (2002, Dec). What works in the community colleges: A synthesis of the
literature on best practices. Los Angeles, CA: University of California, Los Angeles, Graduate School of
Education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 471 397)

Bragg, D. D. (Ed.). (2001). The New Vocationalism in Community Colleges. New Directions for Community Colleges.
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Bragg, D. D. & Hamm, R. E. (1996, April). Linking college and work: Exemplary policies and
practices of two-year college work-based learning programs. Berkeley, CA: National Center for Research in
Vocational Education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED396 115)

Bragg, D. D. & Griggs, M. B. (1997, Spring). Assessing the community college role in school-to-work systems. In E.
I. Farmer & C. B. Key (Eds.), School-to-work systems: The role of community colleges in preparing students
and facilitating transitions. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 5-13). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass
Publishers.

Brint, S. & Karabel, J. (1989). The diverted dream: Community colleges and the promise of educational opportunity in
America, 1900 — 1985. New York: Oxford University Press.



Brown, C. H. (2001, Fall). “Two-year colleges and tech prep partnerships: A Texas perspective.” In D. D. Bragg
(Ed.), The New Vocationalism in Community Colleges. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 51-62).
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

California Community Colleges Office of the Chancellor. (1993). Promising practices: Vocational education resource
package. Los Angles, CA: Evaluation and Training Institute. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No.
ED357 797)

---. (2007, Jan). Accountability Reporting for the Community Colleges: Draft Report. Report to California Legislature.
AB 1417.

Campbell, D. F. & Wood, M. T. (1987, Summer). General education in the occupational curriculum: Why? To what
extent? With what results? In C. R. Doty (Ed.), Developing occupational programs. New Directions for
Community Colleges (pp. 65-76). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Cohen, A. M. & Brawer, F. B. (1996). The American community college (3 ed.). San Francisco, Jossey-Bass
Publishers.

Dare, D. E. (2001, Fall). “Learner-Centered instructional practices supporting the new vocationalism.” In D. D. Bragg
(Ed.), The New Vocationalism in Community Colleges. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 81-92).
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Department of Education. (1986). Study plan for the national assessment of vocational education. Washington, DC:
U.S. Government Printing Office. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED289 043)

Department of Education. (1988). First interim report from the national assessment of vocational education. National
Assessment of Vocational Education. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No. ED290 881)

Dewey, J. (1966). Democracy and education: An introduction to the philosophy of education. (New York: Free Press).
(Origin work published 1916)

Doty, C. R. (Ed.). (1987, Summer). Developing occupational programs. New Directions for
Community Colleges, 58. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Dougherty, K. J. (2001). The contradictory college: The conflicting origins, impacts, and futures of the community
college. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press. (Original work published 1994)

Douglass, J. A. (2000). The California idea and American higher education: 1850 to the 1960 Master Plan. Stanford,
CA: Stanford University Press.

Downey, J. A., Pusser, B., & Turner, J. K. (2006, Winter). Competing missions: Balancing entrepreneurialism with
community responsiveness in community college continuing education divisions. In B. K. Townsend & K. J.
Dougherty (Eds.), Community college missions in the 21 century. New Directions for Community Colleges
(pp. 75-82). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Duggan, M. H. & Raspiller, E. (2007, April). Back to school: Meeting the needs of dislocated workers at the
community college. Paper presented at the meeting of the Council for the Study of Community Colleges,
Tampa, FI.

Ehrenreich, B. (2001). Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America. New York: Henry Holt & Co.

Falk, I. (1999, Dec). “The Convergence of Vocational and Adult Education in Learning Communities.” Community
College Journal of Research and Practice, 23(8): 697-716.

Fenwick, T. J. (2002, April). New understanding of learning in work: Implications for education and training.
Edmonton, Alberta: Author. Report submitted at the conclusion of a Coutts-Clarke Research Fellowship.



Goldin, C. (1990). Understanding the Gender Gap: An Economic History of American Women. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Grubb, W. N. (1985, Nov). The convergence of educational systems and the role of
vocationalism. Comparative Education Review, 29(4), 526-548.

---. (Ed.). (1995). Education through occupations in American high schools: Approaches to integrating academic and
vocational education. (Vol. 1). New York: Teachers College Press.

---. (1996a). Learning to work: The case for reintegrating job training and education. New York: Russell Sage
Foundation.

---. (1996b). Working in the middle: Strengthening education and training for the mid-skilled labor force. San
Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

---. (1999a). Honored but invisible: An inside look at teaching in community colleges. New York: Routledge.

---. (1999b). Edging toward effectiveness: Examining post-secondary occupational education.
Washington, DC: National Assessment of VVocational Education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No.
ED 443 967)

---. (2001, Fall). “From isolation to integration: Postsecondary vocational education and emerging systems of
workforce development.” In D. D. Bragg (Ed.), The New Vocationalism in Community Colleges. New
Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 27-38). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Grubb, W. N. & Badway, N. (1998). Linking school-based and work-based learning: The implications of LaGuardia’s
co-op seminars for school-to-work programs. Berkeley, CA: National Center for Research in VVocational
Education.

Grubb, W. N., Badway, N., Bell, D., Chi, B., King, C., Herr, J., Prince, H., Kazis, R., Hicks, L., & Taylor, J. C. (1999).
Toward order from chaos: State efforts to reform workforce development systems. Berkeley, CA: National
Center for Research in Vocational Education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 427 172)

Grubb, W. N. & Lazerson, M. (2004). The education gospel: The economic power of schooling. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press.

Hertz, T. (2006, April). Understanding mobility in America. Washington, DC: Center for American Progress.
Retrieved March 2007, from http://www.americanprogress.org

Hochschild, J. L. (1996). Facing Up to the American Dream: Race, Class, and the Soul of the Nation. Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

Hughes, K. L. & Karp, M. M. (2006a). Strengthening transitions by encouraging career pathways: A look at state
policies and practices. Teachers College Community College Research Center, Columbia University.
Washington, DC: American Association of Community Colleges and League for Innovation in the Community
College.

Hughes, K. L. & Karp, M. M. (2006b, Feb). Strengthening transitions by encouraging career pathways: A look at state
policies and practices. CCRC Brief, 30: 1-4.

Jacobs, J. (2007, Dec/Jan). Income equity and workforce development: Balancing the earnings scale. Community
College Journal, 77, 22-24.

Jacobs, J. and Dougherty, K. J. (2006, Winter). The uncertain future of the community college workforce development
mission. In B. K. Townsend & K. J. Dougherty (Eds.), Community college missions in the 21% century. New
Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 53-62). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.



Kantor, H. A. (1988). Learning to earn: School, work, and vocational reform in California, 1880-1930. Madison, WI:
The University of Wisconsin Press.

Kantor, S. L. (Ed.). (1994, Spring). A practical guide to conducting customized work force training. New Directions
for Community Colleges. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Kincheloe, J. L. (1999). How Do We Tell the Workers? The Socioeconomic Foundations of Work and Vocational
Education. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Kisker, C. B. & Carducci, R. (2003). Community college partnerships with the private sector: Organizational contexts
and models for successful collaboration. Community College Review, 31(3): 55-74.

Kisner, M. J., Mazza, M. J., & Liggett, D. R. (1997, Spring). Building partnerships. In E. I. Farmer & C. B. Key
(Eds.), School-to-work systems: The role of community colleges in preparing students and facilitating
transitions. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 23-28). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Kliebard, H. M. Schooled to work: Vocationalism and the American curriculum, 1876 — 1946. New York: Teachers
College Press, 1999.

---. (2004). The Struggle for the American Curriculum, 1893 — 1958, 3 ed. New York: RoutledgeFalmer.

Lakes, R. D. & Carter, P. A. (Eds.). (2004). Globalizing Education for Work: Comparative Perspectives on Gender
and the New Economy. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Lekes, N., Bragg, D. D., Loeb, J. W., Oleksiw, C. A., Marszalek, J., Brooks-LaRaviere, M., Zhu, R., Kremidas, C. C.,
Akukwe, G., Lee, H-J, & Hood, L. K. (2007, May). Career and technical education pathways programs,
academic performance, and the transition to college and career. St. Paul, MN: National Research Center for
Career and Technical Education, University of Minnesota. Retrieved September 2007, from
http://www.nccte.org/publications/infosynthesis /r&dreport/CTE_Pathway_Programs.pdf

Lester, J. (2007, April). Women in Male Dominated Career and Technical Education Programs at Community
Colleges: Carriers to participation and Success. Paper presented at the meeting of the Council for the Study
of Community Colleges, Tampa, FI.

Levin, J. S. (2001). Globalizing the community college: Strategies for change in the twenty-first century. New York:
Palgrave.

Liddicoat, C. (2006, July). Effects of Community College Degree/Certificate Completion on Post-Attainment Wage
Progression. California Community Colleges System Office Research and Planning Unit. Sacramento, CA.

Lisman, C. D. (Ed.). (2001, Winter). The community college role in welfare to work. New Directions for Community
Colleges. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Lohman, E. M. & Dingerson, M. R. (2005, June). The effectiveness of occupational-technical certificate programs:
Assessing student career goals. Community College Journal of Research and Practice, 29(5): 339-55.

Lucas, C. J. (1994). American higher education: A history. New York: St. Martin’s Griffin.

Martinez, Jr., T. & Echord, B. S. (1987, Summer). Occupational program evaluation. In C. R. Doty (Ed.), Developing
occupational programs. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 77-86). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Merkel-Keller, C. (1988, April). The battle for vocational education: An evaluation of the study plan for the national
assessment (NAVE) and its first year implementation. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American
Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED292
990)



Milne, A. M. (Ed.). (1998, Sept). National assessment of vocational education: Educational
reform and vocational education (Report No. PLLI-98-8060). Washington, DC: National Institute on
Postsecondary Education, U. S. Department of Education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED421
659)

Mishel, L., Bernstein, J., & Allegretto, S. (2007). The state of working America, 2006-2007. Economic Policy
Institute. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Morrison, E. J. (1979, April). National assessment of vocational education needs. Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No. ED171 923)

National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES). (1995, Nov). Vocational education in the United States: The early
1990s. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.

Oakes, J., Rogers, J., Silver, D., Valladares, S., Terriquez,V., McDonough, P., Renee, M., & Lipton, M. (2006, Nov).
Removing the Roadblocks: Fair College Opportunities for All California Students. University of California,
All Campus Consortium for Research Diversity (UC/ACCORD) & UCLA Institute for Democracy, Education
and Access (UCLA/ID). <www.ucla-idea.org>

Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD). (2005). From education to work: A difficult
transition for young adults with low levels of education. Paris, France: OECD Publishing.

Orr, M. T. (2001, Fall). “Community colleges and their communities: Collaboration for workforce development.” In
D. D. Bragg (Ed.), The New Vocationalism in Community Colleges. New Directions for Community Colleges
(pp. 39-50). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Price, C., Graham, C., & Hobbs, J. (1997, Spring). Workplace mentoring: Considerations and exemplary practices. In
E. I. Farmer & C. B. Key (Eds.), School-to-work systems: The role of community colleges in preparing
students and facilitating transitions. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 49-59). San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Raulf, J. F. & Ayres, M. C. (1987, Summer). The challenge of curriculum development: From idea to reality. In C. R.
Doty (Ed.), Developing occupational programs. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 9-24). San
Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Rosenbaum, J. E. (2001). Beyond college for all: Career paths for the forgotten half. New
York: Russell Sage Foundation.

Shaw, K. M., Goldrick-Rab, S, Mazzeo, C., & Jacobs, J. A. (2006). Putting poor people to
work: How the work-first idea eroded college access for the poor. New York: Russell Sage Foundation.

Shipler, D. K. (2005). The Working Poor: Invisible in America. New York: Vintage Books.

Slaughter, S. & Leslie, L. L. (1997). Academic capitalism: Politics, policies, and the entrepreneurial university.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Snedden, D. (1920). Vocational Education. New York: Macmillan.

Spangler, M. S. (Ed.). (2002, Fall). Developing successful partnerships with business and the
community. New Directions for Community Colleges. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Stern, D., Finkelstein, N., Stone 111, J. R., Latting, J., & Dornsife, C. (1995). School to work: Research on programs in
the United States. The Stanford Series on Education & Public Policy, 17. London, England: Falmer Press.



Stone 111, J. R. & Aliaga, O. A. (2003, Dec). Career and technical education, career pathways, and work-based
learning: Changes in Participation 1997-1999. St. Paul, MN: National Research Center for Career and
Technical Education, University of Minnesota. Retrieved September 2007, from
http://www.nccte.org/publications/infosynthesis/ r%26dreport /CTE_CareerPathways_Stone_Aliaga_Res.pdf

Summers, M. D. (2001, Fall). “The role of leadership in successful vocational initiatives.” In D. D. Bragg (Ed.), The
New Vocationalism in Community Colleges. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp. 17-26). San
Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Townsend, B. K. (2001, Fall). “Blurring the lines: Transforming terminal education to transfer education.” In D. D.
Bragg (Ed.), The New Vocationalism in Community Colleges. New Directions for Community Colleges (pp.
63-72). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

U. S. Department of Education. (2002, May). Appendix: Challenges in the implementation of the Perkins 111
accountability system, in Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act of 1998: Report to congress
on state performance, program year 1999-2000 (pp. i-xi). Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

Villeneuve, J. C. & Grubb, W. N. (1996, May). Indigenous school-to-work programs: Lessons from Cincinnati’s co-op
education. Berkeley, CA: National Center for Research in VVocational Education. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No. ED 398 412)

Westbrook, R. B. (1991). John Dewey and American Democracy. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Wenger, E. (1998). Communities of practice: Learning, meaning, and identity. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Zimmer-Gembeck, M. J. & Mortimer, J. T. (2006, Winter). Adolescent work, vocational development, and education.
Review of Educational Research, 76(4): 537-66.

Deleted: This is too much for a
roundatable discussion. | suggest you
pick out three question areas for
discussion. People also drop in and out of
these discussions. | would put the other
question areas on a separate sheet that
people can have when they are done (take
aways).{

One of our goals is to learn from the one
or two experts who might show up and
from the few people who have been
working in this area. So we need to have
this somewhat open ended and not
dominate the discussion.{

John{

1




